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The 2019 fal l  sympos ium promises  to be an in t imate 
gather ing where f i rm leaders  co l laborate  to se ize 
oppor tun i t ies  and tack le c hal lenges re lated to the des ign and 
cons t r uc t ion indus t ry and the s t rategic  pract ice of  the i r  f i rms. 

The agenda features  presentat ions  f rom inv i ted indus t ry 
thought  leaders,  member case s tudies  and best  pract ices,  as 
wel l  as  open conversat ions  on the most  re levant  topics  at  the 
t ime,  carefu l ly  curated by the membersh ip leading up to the 
event . 

P lease fo l low and par t ic ipate in  the conference on soc ia l 
media us ing #GDAl l iance.

#GDAlliance

 
GDA HOST FIRM: ALLI IANCE  
400 CL IFTON AVE,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 55403

1:00 – 5:00 PM 	 CREATIVITY +  
			   fac i l i tated by Amber Sausen , 
			   A l l i iance

Creat iv i ty + presents  a diverse group of  ar t i s t s ,  des igners, 
creat ive th inkers  who br ing together d i f ferent  pract ices,  ideas, 
media in  new and unexpected ways.  We’re reac h ing to the 
far thes t  corners  of  des ign to spark unexpected connect ions  and 
leaps of  logic  wi th in  your  own pract ices .  We’ l l  hear from an 
env i ronmental  memoir i s t  and landscape arc h i tec t ;  a font  des igner 
and h i s tor ian;  and a behavioral  ar t i s t  and s idewalk dancer. 
Prepare to cons ider the ways in  whic h your varying in teres t s 
can inform eac h other  and mul t ip ly your impact .   How can you 
encourage your s taff  to br ing the i r  whole creat ive se lves  to 
the work you do?  How can you personal ly feel  more creat ive ly 
in tegrated in  a l l  aspects  of  your  l ives?

Adam Regn Arvidson ,  Landscape Arc h i tec t  and Wri ter

Marcus Young ,  Publ ic  Ar t i s t

Carolyn Por ter ,  Graphic  Des ign and Branding

5:00 – 7:00 PM 	 OPENING GATHERING @ ALL I IANCE

GDA
 

symposium
MINNEAPOLIS, FALL 2019

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Alliiance/@44.9667663,-93.2871717,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x52b332c6ab851685:0x4cc45b2bebae3d9a!8m2!3d44.9667625!4d-93.2849777


day 1.0 | 9/11
industry focus
 

MEETING SPACE:  CENTRAL LIBRARY 
300 NICOLLET MALL ,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 55401

8:00 AM 	 BREAKFAST

8:30 AM 	 WELCOME, SCHEDULE AND LOGISTICS  
		  f rom Sask ia and Brook

		  MINNEAPOLIS PERSPECTIVE,  ALL I IANCE

9:00 AM 	 V IS IONARY PROVOCATION 
		  Janet  Brown,  Assoc iate Director  at  Cl imate 
  		  Generat ion :  A Wil l  S teger Legacy

10:15 AM	 BREAK

10:30 AM 	 A DEBATE ON INTEGRATION 
		  moderated by Rod Yeoh,  DIALOG

How shou ld the AEC indus t ry respond to increas ing 
compet i t ion fue led by in tegrat ion-dr iven 
opt imizat ion? Where are the oppor tun i t ies?  Where 
are the threats?  What joys  wi l l  emerge,  and what 
sorrows? As owners  and bus iness  leaders,  how shou ld 
we s teer our  f i rms in to the fu ture? And how can we 
engage other leaders  in  our  f i rms to move the t i l ler 
wi th  us?

12:00 PM 	 KNOWLEDGE SHARING #1:  GDA 
		  COLLABORATIONS & SUCCESSES X2 
		  John Gavan,  KPFF;  Derek Whi te and Mor ie l  Kaplan, 
		  Jensen Hughes 

day 1.2 | 9/11
 

MEETING SPACE:  CENTRAL LIBRARY 
300 NICOLLET MALL ,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 55401

12:30 PM 	 LUNCH

1:15 PM 	 TOUR OF CENTRAL L IBRARY  
		  des igned by Pel l i  C larke Pel l i  wi th  Al l i iance

2:00 PM 	 TRENDS IN CONSTRUCTION LAW, a Q&A  
		  hos ted by Tom Hysel l ,  A l l i iance,  and Pat t i  Harr i s,  
		  Zet l in  & DeChiara

3:15 PM 	 BREAK

3:30 PM 	 KNOWLEDGE SHARING #2:  GDA 
		  COLLABORATIONS & SUCCESSES X2 
		  Joe Lang,  RDG, and John Paul  DeFrank ,  Beck

4:00 PM 	 SUMMARY & OPEN DISCUSSION

4:30 PM 	 ADJOURN 

DINNER 	 BACHELOR FARMER 
		  50 N 2ND AVENUE,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 55401

6:30 PM  	 COCKTAILS

7:00 PM  	 SUTHERLAND AWARD

7:30 PM  	 ALL GDA DINNER

9:00 PM  	 P ING PONG

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Minneapolis+Central+Library/@44.9857284,-93.2776611,15z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1scentral+library!3m4!1s0x52b3329ac1a588eb:0x78ec6689fd0eb0d8!8m2!3d44.9802568!4d-93.2700336
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Minneapolis+Central+Library/@44.9857284,-93.2776611,15z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1scentral+library!3m4!1s0x52b3329ac1a588eb:0x78ec6689fd0eb0d8!8m2!3d44.9802568!4d-93.2700336
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Bachelor+Farmer/@44.9857098,-93.2710681,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x52b3328423f6facf:0x8f55b031e6d5c772!8m2!3d44.985706!4d-93.2688741


day 2.0 | 9/12
firm focus
 

MEETING SPACE:  DAY BLOCK BREWING 
1105 S WASHINGTON AVENUE,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 55415

8:30 AM 	 BREAKFAST

9:00 AM 	 GDA POSTER SESSION ON DIVERSITY,  EQUITY 
		  AND INCLUSION 
		  fac i l i tated by J i l l  Rober tson ,  DIALOG and  
		  Emi ly George,  KPFF

10:45 AM	 BREAK

11:00 AM 	 THE CL IMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY -  A SEARCH 
		  FOR SOLUTIONS

Shafraaz Kaba,  EcoAmmo; Jake Ar le in ,  s tok;  Heather 
Holdr idge,  Lake F lato;  Betsy del  Monte,  Cameron 
MacAl l i s ter  Group

12:30 PM 	 LUNCH

1:30 PM: 	 PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE:  STRATEGIC 
		  PLANNING & BEYOND 
		  fac i l i tated by Steve Fre i ,  AE I 
		  panel i s t s :  Jenna Knudsen,  CO; Wayne McCutc heon, 
		  Entro;  Stephen Tern i ,  DPR

day 2.2 | 9/12
 

MEETING SPACE:  DAY BLOCK BREWING 
1105 S WASHINGTON AVENUE,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 55415

2:45 PM: 	 LEVIEN & COMPANY PRESENTATION

3:30 PM: 	 SUMMARY

3:45 PM: 	 ADJOURN 

4:00 PM: 	 OPTIONAL TOUR OF THE GUTHRIE THEATER 
		  818 S 2ND STREET,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 55415

4:00 PM: 	 D IRECTORS’  MEETING

6:00 PM: 	 ADJOURN  

DINNER: 	 VARIOUS LOCATIONS -  SEE SIGN-UP SHEETS

6:30 PM: 	 SMALL GROUP DINNERS | AIA WOMEN’S 
		  LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

9:00 PM:  	 P ING PONG

#GDAlliance

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Day+Block+Brewing+Company/@44.9751928,-93.255255,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x52b32d180dd79f09:0x38dbd00185981f45!8m2!3d44.975189!4d-93.253061
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Day+Block+Brewing+Company/@44.9751928,-93.255255,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x52b32d180dd79f09:0x38dbd00185981f45!8m2!3d44.975189!4d-93.253061
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Guthrie+Theater/@44.9781097,-93.2581372,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x52b32d640a4ddce9:0xc80c805887cfc373!8m2!3d44.9781059!4d-93.2559432


day 3.0 | 9/13
GDA focus
 

MEETING SPACE:  FLOUR EXCHANGE 
310 S 4TH AVE #1200,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 55415

8:30 AM 	 BREAKFAST

9:00 AM 	 WELCOME

9:15 AM	 WORKSHOP 1:  MARKETING & BD 
		  COLLABORATIONS

9:15 AM 	 WORKSHOP 2:  DIRECTORS’  WORKSHOP ON  
		  LEADERSHIP BEHAVIORS AND CORE VALUES 
		  lead by John Gavan,  KPFF

11:00 AM 	 PLUS / DELTA,  BRAINSTORM NYC

12:00 PM 	 ADJOURN MSP

notes

#GDAlliance

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Flour+Exchange+Building/@44.9782065,-93.2640217,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x2ba67f8cfab371b9!8m2!3d44.9782065!4d-93.2640217


The Global  Des ign Al l iance i s  an in ternat ional  network 
of  des ign ,  p lann ing and cons t r uc t ion f i rms who are 
commit ted to dynamic growth and c hange.  We are a 
l iv ing 26-year exper iment  in  the t ransparency,  resource-
shar ing,  authent ic i ty  and creat iv i ty that  bu i lds  t r us t  and 
develops not  on ly people,  but  whole companies,  who t r u ly 
are “Bet ter  Together.  “   The GDA in tent ional ly br ings 
together a diverse group of  companies  who eac h represent 
innovat ion ,  thought  leadersh ip and disr upt ion in  the AEC 
indus t ry. 

Owners  of  the member f i rms as  wel l  as  key pract ice 
leaders  gather together in  semi-annual  sympos ia where 
we share best  pract ices,  d i scuss  key indus t ry dr ivers,  and 
inves t igate t rends and developments  in  the indus t ry as a 
whole.

OUR CURRENT MEMBERS ARE:  
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR GDA’S FALL SYMPOSIUM  
HOSTED BY ALLI IANCE

THIS SESSION WILL BE FOCUSED ON XXX 
XXX 
DETAILED PROGRAM TO BE RELEASED IN THE COMING 
MONTH

RSVP:  WYNTERGREEN@GDALL IANCE.ORG

HOTEL:  EMERY (BOOK JULY 10TH FOR GDA RATE)

HELPFUL TIP:  xxx

ALLI IANCE CLIFTON, MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 

SEPTEMBER 10TH PRE-SESSION WORKSHOP: 1PM -  4PM  
SEPTEMBER 10TH OPENING RECEPTION: 5PM -  7PM

CANCELLATION:  All cancellations must be made two weeks prior to 
the conference (hotel costs incurred not included in this policy)

GDA
NAME EMAIL PHONE
AEI
  Steve Fre i 
  To i  Pedr ic k

sfrei@aeieng.com 
tpedrick@aeieng.com

ALL I IANCE
  Amber Sausen 
  Carey Brendalen 
  Mamie Har vey 
  Tom Hysel l

asausen@alliiance.us 
cbrendalen@alliiance.us 
mharvey@alliiance.us 
thysell@alliiance.us

BECK
  John Paul  DeFrank 
  K ip Danie l 
  Norma Lehman

johnpauldefrank@beckgroup.com 
kipdaniel@beckgroup.com 
normalehman@beckgroup.com

CO
  Arnold Swanborn 
  Jenna Knudsen 
  J i l l  Capanna

aswanborn@coarchitects.com 
jknudsen@coarchitects.com 
jcapanna@coarchitects.com

DPR
  Stephen Tern i 
  Nathan Lentz

stephent@dpr.com 
nathanl@dpr.com

DIALOG
  J i l l  Rober tson 
  Lor i  Wesolek 
  Matthew Parks 
  Rod Yeoh

jrobertson@dialogdesign.ca 
lwesolek@dialogdesign.ca 
mparks@dialogdesign.ca 
ryeoh@dialogdesign.ca

ECOAMMO
  Shafraaz Kaba shafraazk@ecoammo.com

ENTRO
  Andrew Kuzyk 
  Laura Sel lors 
  Rae Lam 
  Wayne McCutc heon

andrew@entro.com 
laura.s@entro.com 
rae@entro.com 
wayne@entro.com

GDA
  Brook Wyntergreen 
  Sask ia Dennis-van Di j l

wyntergreen@gdalliance.org 
saskia.dennis@cameronmacallister

JENSEN HUGHES
  Dave Wilmot 
  Derek Whi te 
  Mor ie l  Kaplan

dwilmot@jensenhughes.com 
dwhite@jensenhughes.com 
mkaplan@jensenhughes.com

NAME EMAIL PHONE
KPFF
  Emi ly George 
  John Gavan 
  Sus ie Smi th

emily.george@kpff.com 
john.gavan@kpff.com 
susie.smith@kpff.com

LAKE | FLATO
  Heather Holdr idge 
  Scot t  LeL ieur

hholdridge@lakeflato.com 
slelieur@lakeflato.com

LMN
  Rafael  Vino ly 
  Stephen Van Dyck 
  Teena Vider iksen

rvinoly@lmnarchitects.com 
svandyck@lmnarchitects.com 
tvideriksen@lmnarchitects.com

MGAC
  Ol iver  Fox ofox@mgac.com

PETRA
  B i l l  Eve loff 
  Jerry McPhai l

bill.eveloff@petra-ics.com 
jerry.mcphail@petra-ics.com

RDG
  Catr ina Cook 
  Joe Lang 
  Nate Giese lman 
  Nathan Harr i s 
  Scot t  Crawford

ccook@rdgusa.com 
jlang@rdgusa.com 
ngieselman@rdgusa.com 
nharris@rdgusa.com 
scrawford@usa.com

SHOP
  Cor ie Sharples 
  Todd Sigaty

cds@shoparch.com 
tms@shoparch.com

STOK
  Burke Pember ton 
  Jacob Ar le in

burke@stok.com 
jacob@stok.com

ZETL IN & DICHIARA
  Pat t i  Harr i s pharris@zdlaw.com

GUEST:LEVIEN & CO
  Ken Lev ien 
  Adr ienne Helper

kenl@levienco.com 
adrienneh@levienco.com

GUEST:  CAMERON 
MACALL ISTER
  Betsy Del  Monte

delmonte@cameronmacallister.
com
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thought  leadersh ip and disr upt ion in  the AEC indus t ry. 
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presenters
JANET BROWN, ASSOCIATE 
DIRECTOR 
CLIMATE GENERATION: A WILL 
STEGER LEGACY

Janet  Brown i s  Assoc iate Director 
at  Cl imate Generat ion :  A Wil l 
S teger Legacy,  whic h empowers 
indiv iduals  and the i r  communi t ies 
to engage in  so lu t ions  to c l imate 
c hange.  Janet  ho lds  a bac helor ’s 
degree in  Market ing and Bus iness 
Admin i s t rat ion and worked in  market ing and sales  for 
s ix  years  wi th  Nor thwest  Air l ines .  S ince 2007,  Janet  has 
prov ided v i s ion ing for  the organizat ion whi le managing 
operat ions,  communicat ions,  and a diverse development 
p lan .  Coming from the corporate wor ld ,  Janet  has a pass ion 
for  work ing wi th  bus iness  leaders  and Cl imate Generat ion’s 
green STEM career in i t iat ive.  Janet  i s  a Cl imate Leader wi th 
the Cl imate Real i ty  Pro ject .  She current ly ser ves on the board 
of  the Minnesota Zen Medi tat ion Center  and prev ious ly 
ser ved as board Pres ident  for  the Minnesota Env i ronmental 
Fund.  Pr ior  to Cl imate Generat ion ,  Janet  has worked on 
env i ronmental  and soc ia l  jus t i ce i s sues  for  the past  20 years .

CAROLYN PORTER,  GRAPHIC DESIGNER, TYPE 
DESIGNER & AUTHOR 
PORTERFOLIO, INC.

Carolyn Por ter  i s  a Minnesota-based graphic  des igner,  type 
des igner,  and author.  Her f i r s t  font ,  P22 Marcel  Scr ipt ,  whic h 
i s  based on the handwri t ten le t ters  of  WWII  Frenc h forced 

laborer Marcel  Heuzé,  garnered 
four  in ternat ional  honors  inc luding 
a Cer t i f i cate for  Typographic 
Excel lence from the New York 
Type Director ’s  Club,  typeface 
compet i t ions  by Communicat ion 
Ar ts  and Pr in t  magazines,  and was 
a se lect ion for  the 2015 Pro ject 
Pass ion exhib i t ion .  Her non-f ic t ion 
book “Marcel ’s  Let ters :  A Font  and 
the Searc h for  One Man’s  Fate” 
was a f inal i s t  for  a Minnesota 
Book Award,  was a Par i s  Book Fes t ival  winner,  and won 
gold medals  f rom IPPY and the Mi l i tary Wri ter ’s  Soc iety of 
Amer ica.  Through her company,  Por terfo l io,  Inc .  she prov ides 
graphic  des ign ser v ices  to c l ients  in  the medical  and f inanc ia l 
indus t r ies . 

MARCUS YOUNG, MFA 
BEHAVIORAL ARTIST

Marcus  Young makes par t i c ipatory work at  the in tersect ion 
of  ar t ,  sp i r i t ,  and soc ia l  movement .  H i s  work c hal lenges 
paradigms of  who i s  an ar t i s t ,  how to l ive mindfu l ly,  and 
what i s  soc ia l  act ion .  He i s  founder of  Don’ t  You Feel  I t 
Too?—an ongoing s t reet  dance pract ice of  soc ia l  heal ing and 
inner- l i fe l iberat ion .  From 2006 to 2015,  he was Ci ty Ar t i s t 
in  St .  Paul ,  Minnesota,  where he redef ined the ro le of  the 
ar t i s t  as  dai ly co l laborator  in  government .  He i s  current ly 
lead facu l ty and program director  for  Ar t  for 

https://www.climategen.org/
https://www.climategen.org/
https://www.climategen.org/
https://www.climategen.org/
http://carolyn-porter.com/
http://carolyn-porter.com/
http://carolyn-porter.com/
http://publicartstpaul.org/artist/marcus-young/
http://publicartstpaul.org/artist/marcus-young/
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Soc ia l  Change at  HECUA (Higher 
Educat ion Consor t ium for  Urban 
Affairs )  and s tage director  for 
Ananya Dance Theatre.  In  August , 
he was named ar t i s t  in  res idence 
for  the Minnesota Depar tment  of 
Transpor tat ion ,  a half- t ime,  one-
year fe l lowsh ip,  one of  two of  i t s 
k ind in  the nat ion .  He i s  a rec ip ient 
of  awards from the McKnight ,  Bush , 
and Jerome Foundat ions .

ADAM REGN ARVIDSON, 
PLA,  FASLA,  DIRECTOR OF 
STRATEGIC PLANNING, 
MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND 
RECREACTION BOARD, WRITER

Adam Regn Ar v idson i s  a 
landscape arc h i tec t  and nonf ic t ion 
wr i ter  who has pract iced in 
Minneapol i s  for  more than 20 
years .  H i s  work has appeared 
in  publ icat ions  ranging from 
Landscape Arc h i tec ture Magazine 
to the Mic h igan Quar ter ly Review  to Metropol i s .  In  2009 he 
was awarded the Bradford Wil l iams Medal  for  excel lence 
in  wr i t ing about  landscape arc h i tec ture.  His  des ign work 
has won numerous local  awards.He has ser ved as an edi tor 
for  several  publ icat ions,  inc luding Landscape Arc h i tec ture 
Magazine,  and i s  the author of  Wi ld and Rare:  Track ing 
Endangered Spec ies  in  the Upper Midwest . 
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https://adamregnarvidson.com/
https://adamregnarvidson.com/
https://adamregnarvidson.com/
https://adamregnarvidson.com/
https://adamregnarvidson.com/


Thank you!
We hope to see you in  New York Ci ty for  our 

GDA SPRING SYMPOSIUM 2020
MARCH 31ST -  APRIL  3RD

 
For  more informat ion about  GDA  
v i s i t  www.globalda.com.


